PRESS RELEASE
24/10/2018

Getzner Werkstoffe opens a production facility in the USA
Getzner USA continues to grow and develop in Decatur and Charlotte 

Buers (AT), Decatur (IL), Charlotte (NC). Middle of the year, Getzner opened a production facility in Decatur (IL). The company immediately began manufacturing products for the railway and construction industries at the new plant, such as baseplate pads and materials for the bedding of buildings, using raw materials from the USA. Getzner therefore meets the requirements of the Buy America Act while expanding its product range in North America at the same time. The existing US headquarters in Charlotte (NC) are also being expanded.

In order to better exploit the promising North American market, Getzner, the leading expert for vibration isolation and protection, has established a production facility in Decatur, Illinois (USA). The products made here include elastic bearings for railway traffic and products for the bedding of buildings made from Getzner's own high-tech materials Sylomer®, Sylodyn® and Sylodamp®. The new factory meets the requirements of the Buy America Act – meaning that not only does manufacturing take place in the USA, but the raw materials are also sourced locally. The Buy America Act requires companies to use products made in the USA for publicly financed projects. "The production facility opens up a whole range of new opportunities for us in the USA. Our centre of expertise, along with research and development, will remain in Buers. That is important to us and it should remain that way," emphasises Getzner Chief Executive Officer Jürgen Rainalter. The US headquarters in Charlotte, North Carolina are also being expanded in preparation for future growth, creating the space and infrastructure needed for twice as many employees.  

First deliveries first deliveries already made
The construction of the production facility was completed already. An existing hall in a strategically economical location was renovated, infrastructure created, and machines installed. The moulded part plant is state-of-the-art. The production was started up gradually and first deliveries to the customers have already been made. The site also has excellent conditions that allow for future expansion. 

High-tech materials made in the USA
By opening this new production facility, Getzner is creating new jobs in the USA. "For the first two years, employees from Buers will gradually train their new colleagues," explains Andreas Denk, President of Getzner USA. "This is important because our processes are very complex." A wide variety of products will be made in Decatur. 

Expansion of the US headquarters in Charlotte
Getzner's development in the USA also includes the US headquarters in North Carolina. At the same time as the new production facility is being constructed in Decatur, the office in Charlotte is also being expanded. "We are creating space for up to 16 people. Our employees are looking forward to working in a very pleasant, modern and open working environment," reports Andreas Denk.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cooperation with voestalpine VAE
Only recently did Getzner and voestalpine VAE, the global market leader in railway systems, announce a worldwide cooperation for elastic solutions in the railway sector. The new production facility in Decatur also brings benefits for cooperation with the VAE, or its US subsidiary voestalpine Nortrak. The cooperation agreement includes the marketing, product development and production of special products for railway superstructures. "The cooperation and the transfer of know-how create added value for both companies and our customers. Our new production site is located directly at a Nortrak office. As a result, we can guarantee even better and faster customer support on site, "summarizes Andreas Denk.

Getzner in the USA
Getzner Werkstoffe has been active in North America for over 20 years. The branch in Charlotte was established in 2013. Getzner USA, Inc. serves its customers in the region and sells its solutions both directly to customers and through partners. Getzner has already completed several high-profile projects in North America. A particularly special reference project from the construction sector is the vibration protection for the 130-m tall "Rushmore Towers" in Manhattan (NY), which were built above a railway tunnel. Further references include the fifteen-storey apartment building "The Touraine" on the Upper East Side (NY) and the PS 339 public school in Woodside, Queens (NY), which is located near a railway line.  From 27–28 August 2018, Getzner USA will be at Internoise, the trade fair for noise prevention and noise control technology, in Chicago. Further information can be found on the new website for Getzner USA, https://www.getzner.com/en-us.

About Getzner
Getzner has been developing solutions based on polyurethane (PU) for the isolation of undesirable vibrations and noise for close to 50 years. The PU materials developed and manufactured in-house have proved themselves on international projects in the rail, construction and industry sectors – not least due to the specific application expertise and know-how brought by its employees.


Getzner USA, Inc. fact box 
Founded:		2013 (as a subsidiary of Getzner Werkstoffe)
President: 		Andreas Denk
Responsible for the construction
of the new plant: Michael Kessler
Business areas:	Railway, construction, industry 
Locations: 	Charlotte, North Carolina (Headquarters), 
Decatur, Illinois (Production)
Employees: 	11 
Products: 	Products for the railway and construction industries, such as baseplate pads or materials for the bedding of buildings 
Opening of the production facility: 	Summer 2018
First deliveries from Decatur: 	Summer 2018

Tweet suggestion: Getzner expands its North American business with own production facility #Getzner #vibrationprotection #USA #BuyAmerica

Image 1: Getzner Decatur SC Produktionshalle.jpg
Caption: Getzner has been active in North America for more than 20 years and is now producing railway and construction products with US raw materials there. From left: Stephanie Whitesides, Operations Manager, Andreas Denk, PResident Getzner USA, Michael Kessler, Responsible for the construction of the new plant
Image source: Getzner Werkstoffe, may be published free of charge 










Getzner Werkstoffe GmbH
Getzner Werkstoffe is the leading specialist in the field of vibration isolation and protection. The company was founded in 1969 as a subsidiary of Getzner, Mutter & Cie. Its solutions are based on the products Sylomer®, Sylodyn®, Sylodamp® and Isotop®, all of which were developed and manufactured at Getzner's own facility. They are used in the rail, construction and industry sectors to reduce vibrations and noise, improve the service life of bedded components and minimise the need for maintenance and repairs on tracks, vehicles, structures and machines.

Getzner markets its vibration protection solutions around the world. Alongside its locations in Buers and in Germany, Getzner also has offices in China, France, India, Japan, Jordan and the USA. Its tightly-knit distribution network in Europe is complemented by its distribution partners in the USA, South America and the Far East. Partners in a total of 35 countries around the world distribute Getzner Werkstoffe products to every location. By reducing noise and vibrations, Getzner is making a valuable contribution towards enhancing the quality of living and working conditions.

Facts and figures – Getzner Werkstoffe GmbH 
Founded:		1969 (as a subsidiary of Getzner, Mutter & Cie)
Chief Executive Officer: 	Juergen Rainalter
Employees:		420 (290 in Buers)
2017 turnover:		95.2 million euros
Business areas:		Rail, construction, industry
Headquarters: 		Buers (AT)
Locations:		Beijing, Kunshan (CN), Munich, Berlin, Stuttgart (DE), Lyon (FR), 
			Pune (IN), Amman (JO), Tokyo (JP), Charlotte (NC), Decatur (IL) 
Ratio of exports:		94 percent
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